Sensitivity and specificity of radionuclide equilibrium angiocardiography for detection of hemodynamically significant secundum atrial septal defect.
To determine the value of gated equilibrium angiography in secundum atrial septal defect (ASD) in children, the first pass pulmonic/systemic flow ratio (Qp/Qs) was compared with diastolic count ratio (DCR) and stroke count ratio (SCR) of the two ventricles. In 50 children we have found a correlation between Qp/Qs and DCR (r = 0.71) and between Qp/Qs and SCR (r = 0.66). For detection of significant atrial shunt (QP/Qs greater than 1.5) the sensitivity of DCR greater than 2 was 0.81 and the specificity 0.75. For SCR greater than 1.5 we sensitivity and specificity values of 0.87 and 0.71 respectively. Left and right ventricular ejection fractions were normal (0.67 +/- 0.08 and 0.50 +/- 0.07).